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ECSTATIC teens from
Archbishop Tenison’s
School hugged each other
as one A* after another
came to light.

Pupils buckled down to
achieve a 96.6 per cent
overall pass rate.

Zoe Hollingum bagged
two A* grades in politics
and economics and two As
in religious studies and
critical thinking.

The 18-year-old from
South Croydon said: “I
worked really hard –
probably for 400 hours.

“I was feeling so sick this
morning and the website
was down so I had to come
in to get my results.

“I was in shock when I
got them, I’m ecstatic.

“I’m more proud of my
As because I was so
shocked I got them in those
subjects.”

And Ayoola Solarin, 18,
scored two A grades in
English literature and
history, a C in maths and an
AS level in philosophy.

She said: “I expected a B
and two Cs so I was really
re l i e v e d .

“It has been hard but the
teachers here are so helpful
and there’s always
someone here to talk to if
you need help.

“It’s such a supportive
school – that’s why I came
h e re .

“Sometimes people need
to be pushed to reach their
potential.”

Richard Parrish, head
teacher at the Selborne
Road school, said: “T h e re
have been lots of happy
faces and the students are
very pleased with the fruits
of their hard work.

“The atmosphere has
been incredibly positive.

“The fact they want to
come in and celebrate
together is lovely.”

■ Archbishop Tenison’s CofE High
Schools (joint sixth form)

96.6

■ The Brit School 100
■ Cambridge Tutors College 99
■ Coloma Convent Girls’ School 99.5
■ Coulsdon College 95
■ Croydon College 95
■ Harris Academies (South
Norwood, Purley, Crystal Palace)

99

■ Norbury Manor College 98
■ Old Palace of John Whitgift
School

100

■ Riddlesdown Collegiate tba
■ Royal Russell School 100
■ St Joseph’s College n/a
■ Virgo Fidelis School 95
■ Woodcote High School 97

A-LEVEL RESULTS: For hundreds of students across the area, last week finally saw the end of a long wait for the news that would shape their next few years
Arc h b i s h o p
Te n i s o n ’s

By Rachel Millard
r a c h e l . m i l l a rd @ e s s n m e d i a . c o . u k

DESPITE working in a part-time
job while getting four stunning
A-level results, Kalaiyen Murday-
mootoo still has a thirst for
wo rk .

The Croydon College student
achieved three As and one B in
sciences and maths, and will
spend next year getting two more
A levels so he can start training as
an electrical engineer.

“I set my sights high,” he said.
“I’ve always wanted to be an en-
gineer. Ever since I was a kid, I
was always breaking stuff and
putting it back together.”

Kalaiyen was just one of many
success stories to emerge from
Croydon College, where 95 per
cent of the school’s nearly 300
A-level students passed their
e x a m s.

Viktoria Sisak, of Thornton
Heath, gained ABB in maths,
chemistry and biology, and a B in
AS further maths.

“I’ve been really impressed
with the teachers,” she said.
“They were really supportive
when I was struggling.” Vi k t o r i a
will study chemical engineering

at Surrey University.
Meanwhile, Matthew Murrell,

also of Thornton Heath, will start
at Oxford University at the end of
the year.

Catch up
Illness forced Matthew to drop

out of secondary school and re-
start his studies a year later at
Croydon College.

“I was behind in maths and
other subjects,” he said. “I had to
work really hard to catch up.”

He’s now celebrating securing a
place at Oxford University after

achieving near-perfect A-level
re s u l t s.

The Thornton Heath teenager
achieved A-grades in philosophy,
sociology and economics, and a B
in psychology.

He said: “I didn’t expect these
results at all. In January I got 2 C
grades and one B. I can’t believe
it.”

The first person in his imme-
diate family to go to university,
Matthew added: “I’ve always
dreamed of going to Oxford, but it
never seemed attainable.

“My parents are so pleased.
They always encouraged me to do
what makes me happy.”

Matthew will study politics,
philosophy and economics – fo l -
lowing in the footsteps of Prime
Minister David Cameron and La-
bour leader Ed Miliband, as well
numerous more political, and lit-
erary, greats.

“I’m undecided as to whether I
want to be a politician or a journ-
alist,” he says.

Martyn Jones, head of division
for A levels, said: “Cong ratula-
tions to all our learners who have
worked so hard to achieve the
skills and grades that will open
doors to exciting opportunities.”

Exam success
is just reward
for hard work

By Nikki Jarvis
nikki.jarvis@essnmedia.co.uk

ONE school with girl power and
brains to boot achieved a near
perfect 99.5 per cent pass rate and
recorded its best ever A-level res-
u l t s.

Coloma Convent Girls’ S ch o o l ’s
outcome confirmed its position as
one of the top comprehensive
schools in the country.

Fifteen students achieved two
or more A* grades within their
three or four A-level subject res-
ults and 11 per cent of all scores
were A*s.

Although the day gave reason
for high spirits in many house-
holds across the area, one family
had particular reason to celeb-
r at e.

Francesca Insuli comes from a
long line of clever Coloma Con-
vent Girls’ School students, and is
celebrating scoring the best A-
level results of them all.

The 18-year-old bagged four A*s
in biology, German, maths and
psychology and an A in AS fur-
ther maths.

Her mum Tracey said: “I’m so,
so proud of her. I knew she was
capable but you cannot let your-
self hope for too much.

N e r vo u s
“I was more nervous than when

I got my own results.”
Tracey, from Addiscombe,

gained an A and two Bs when she
took her own exams at the all girls
school, where she now works as a
science technician.

The 43-year-old added:
“Francesca comes from a long
line of Coloma girls.

“My mum went there, and my
husband’s sister.

“It’s just like a family there and
everyone is so caring.

“When I passed my exams we
just had to sit and wait for the post
to come – they didn’t have the
morning event where all the girls
meet up at school.

“I think it’s so lovely for them
because it’s the last time a lot of
them will see each other.

“This was a really fantastic way
for Francesca to end her time at
Coloma.”

Francesca is now off to study
psychology at Sussex University.

Head teacher Maureen Martin
said: “I congratulate all the girls
on so many fantastic results,
which are a credit to their hard
work and the commitment and
enthusiasm of our staff.

“Every single student in the
sixth form has had the oppor-
tunity to excel and nearly all have
done so.

“We are delighted for our girls
and wish them every blessing in
the future.

“I thank the school community
for their dedication and loving
care of our students.”

Best ever
results at
Coloma

Percentage of A-level passes

HARRIS Academy
students were paid a
congratulatory visit by
the schools’ s p o n s o r,
Lord Phil Harris, as they
collected their A-level
results in Crystal Palace
on Thursday.

The Tory peer hit the
headlines recently after
his Carpetright store in
Tottenham was torched
by rioters.

But he was delighted
to see 99 per cent of

students in Croydon’s
three Harris academies
pass their A-levels, with
77 per cent getting
grades A*-C.

Sian Andrea Mari
Davila, 18, of Lambeth,
scored As in English,
fine art and history, and
is due to read English
literature at Oxford
University in the
autumn.

She said: “My parents
have pushed me and I

have had a lot of support
from all the teachers.”

And Ayesha Gajraj, 18,
of South Norwood,
achieved A grades in art,
graphics and history, and
will study architecture at
Manchester University.

She said: “I’m really
happy. I’m just waiting
for things to sink in. I
worked really hard; I
d i d n’t leave college until
7pm most nights since
D e c e m b e r. ”

I’m just waiting for things to
sink in, says happy student

WELL DONE: Zoe
Hollinghum, Amy Roberts
and Sara Roberts

RESULTS DAY: Oxford entrant
Matthew Murrell poses with his
outstanding grades at Croydon
College

H A P P Y: C ro y d o n
College students
on results day

Photo by David Cook

THE WAIT IS OVER: Ashley Lowe, centre, smiles at his achievements
with his friends at the Harris Academy Crystal Palace

BRIGHT SPARKS: Francesca (centre) with her grandmother Suzanne
and mum Tracey

C E RT I F I C AT E S :
Students from
Harris Academy
Crystal Palace
with their results
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